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husband and his family have not been ashamed of
behaving in a way which would disgrace a savage,
and of others where senile judges in the Chancery
Division have been known to refuse proper justice
to the mother in such circumstances.

The unmarried mother should also be given better
rights as against the father of the child wherever
the paternity can be established. At present a
woman has no more than five shillings a week till
the child is sixteen, and this is clearly inadequate
inasmuch as if and when the fact is known to her
employer her wages are invariably cut down. It is
perfectly amazing that in this country the woman
is worse treated as a mother than in any other
capacity, although the essential importance of
woman to the State is obviously based on the fact of
motherhood. We have only to cross the Channel
to find the best possible facilities given in France
to unmarried mothers. Adequate provision is made
for them to receive shelter and care in secrecy and
to preserve their self-respect and social position. Of
this system Mr Havelock Ellis writes as follows *:

"This is necessary not only in the intents of
humanity and public economy, but also, as is too
often forgotten, in the interests of morality, for it
is certain that by the neglect to furnish adequate
provision of this nature women are driven to in-
fanticide and prostitution. In earlier, more humane
days, the general provision for the secret reception
and care of illegitimate infants was undoubtedly
more beneficiaL The suppression of the medieval
method, which in France took place gradually

1 Op, cit., pp. 12-13.